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OCTOBER 1, 2010
FROM THE HEAD
Authors of a recent unit review noted that Geoscience “is a well organized department with a vision for the future and determination to realize it. The Department understands its unique position in the capital of the Canadian Petroleum industry, and has embraced this special opportunity.” This quotation speaks to both our mission to be an internationally top-tier research department in Energy Geoscience while providing comprehensive student-centred programs recognized for excellence world-wide. It also links to our commitment to “Return to Community”, one of the three main principles articulated in the university’s Academic Foundations document released in October, 2009.

I’d like to highlight three examples of the department’s relationship with our alumni and the professional geoscientific community. First, on September 29, representatives of Shell Canada announced the creation of the Shell Geoscience Educational Partnership in Sedimentary Geology. Through a generous gift of $100K per year for 3 years starting in 2010, this partnership will enhance and expand the Department's current field school courses. The partnership will include a new section of GLGY 435 that will be co-led by professors from the Department of Geoscience and Shell staff, as well as another annual field trip such as the Utah field camp.

Another example of this relationship is the establishment, in April 2010, of the Geoscience Chapter of the university’s Alumni Association. This group of dedicated and successful alumni has already become very active, particularly in assisting student clubs like the Rundle Club to develop links with industry and potential mentors. This has resulted in significant sponsorship of Rundle events this year, such as the Burgess Shale hike on September 25 and upcoming industry networking dinners.
Finally, the Department is planning an Open House on November 25 (1:00 – 5:00 p.m.) that will be held at the university’s brand-new Downtown Campus. The Open House will feature a current activities symposium, a showcase of major research projects and a special presentation by our Gallagher visiting scientist, Dr. Magdalena Scheck-Wenderoth. This will represent a significant milestone in the Department’s ongoing commitment to Return to our Community. We hope to attract a large cadre of alumni and other geoscience professionals to this major event.

IN THE DEPARTMENT

FATS

Friday, October 8, 2010, 4:00 p.m., ES 162
Alastair McClymont, “Geophysical imaging of discontinuous permafrost in northwest Canada”
In September Three PhD Presentation/Defenses were held:
· Tuesday, September 7, 2010

Zimin Zhang, Assessing attenuation, fractures, and anisotropy using logs, vertical seismic profile, and three-component seismic data: heavy oilfield and potash mining examples
· Friday, September 10, 2010
Mathew Fay, The Impact of Petroleum Biodegradation on Oil, Gas, Water and Mineral Geochemistry
· Monday, September 20, 2010, 

Kevin Hayley, Time Lapse Electrical Imaging of Salt Affected Soil and Groundwater
In September Two MSc Presentation/Defenses were held: 
· Friday, September 17, 2010
Greg Dean, Multi-scale Fracturing Related to Deformation and Structural Inheritance within the Middle Pennsylvanian to Lower Permian Belloy Formation and related units, east-central British Columbia
· Thursday, September 23
Phil Labrecque, Stratigraphic Architecture and Cyclic Sedimentary Record in Point Bar Deposits: Implications for Reservoir Characterization and Heterogeneity Prediction, Cretaceous McMurray Formation, Alberta
PUBLICATIONS
A.F. McClymont, M. Hayashi, L.R. Bentley, D. Muir and E. Ernst (2010) “Groundwater flow and storage within an alpine meadow-talus complex,”  Hydrol. Earth. Syst. Sci., 14, 859-872, doi:10.5194/hess-14-859-2010.

E. Burns, L.R. Bentley, M. Hayashi, S. Grasby, A. Hamblin, D. Smith (2010) “Hydrogeological implications of paleo-fluvial architecture for the Paskapoo Formation, SW Alberta, Canada: A stochastic analysis,” Hydrogeology J., 18, 1375-1390, DOI 10.1007/s10040-010-0608-y.

E. Burns, L.R. Bentley, R. Therrien and C. Deutsch (2010) "Upscaling facies models to preserve connectivity of designated facies,” Hydrogeology J., 18, 1357-1373, DOI 10.1007/s10040-010-0607-z.

. . .ELSEWHERE

CSPG Technical Luncheons
· Thursday, October 14, 2010, 11:30 a.m., Telus Convention Centre
Michael J. Melchin, Dept. of Earth Sciences, St. Francis Xavier University, “Biodiversity and Environmental Change in the Late Ordovician and Early Silurian:  Integration of Bio-, Litho-, and Chemostratigraphic Studies”.

· Thursday, October 28, 2010, 11:30 a.m., Telus Convention Centre

E.C. Dahlberg, ECD Geological Specialists/ Saskatchewan Ventures, “Tilted Oil-Water Contacts:  Fact, Fiction and Consequences”.
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